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As the director of the English department in Israel’s Ministry of Education |
have spent my life in educating Israel’s population focusing on English
teaching. learning and assessment. | can see how increasingly important it
is to have our school graduates use English efficiently. Israel must continue
to take its place on the world stage, whether that be the political stage, the
international world of business, or by contributing to other emerging
countries around the world, and this world stage does not generally speak
Hebrew. While we are a small country, we certainly punch above our
weight when it comes to global contributions, participation, and being the
topic of discussion, and our students need to have the tools that will
enable them to participate in these tasks. In an increasingly globalized
world, Israel would like to continue to lead and can only do so by enabling
the participation of its citizens enhanced by the use of English.

The Jewish story and the story of Israel is one of resourcefulness, of a
brotherhood that has leaned on each other to make great things happen.
Jews and Non- Jews alike have contributed their skills and talents to
challenge some of the greatest problems we have faced. Israel Connect is a
perfect example of individuals contributing to making a large change that
will impact the students in the State of Israel. Assisting a student with
English once a week may seem like a "small thing", but by changing the
trajectory for our youth, and opening doors of opportunity for them, it has a
ripple effect while helping the telling of a collective story. | have personally
witnessed the impact the Israel Connect program has had by using simple
technology but incredibly devoted individuals. Thank you to all those who
have participated. put in their best effort, and lent a hand to create a
program truly spectacular.
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When my teacher came into our classroom to present the Israel Connect program, | certainly
felt it was an incredible opportunity as | would really like to improve my English. | have never really had an
opportunity to really use English and | really did not want to let this pass me by.

Today in Israel many jobs require English and even in ones that it is not required, it boosts your salary
substantially. You really need English for everything today to travel, to work, to communicate online. While it
is many years away after my army service, | am considering a career in the physics or the sciences, and
English would definitely be a requirement.

While | was happy for the opportunity, | was very scared. | am not a shy person, but | really did not feel that |
could speak English. My mentor is great, he is so patient and takes the time to help me to pronounce tough
words and explain the concepts to me. He makes me feel great about my English abilities, even though |
know they are not so good.

This type of lesson is very different from the classroom lessons where we are given English rules and asked
to write assignments. | do not feel that | really remember all the rules that were taught, but here | am actually
learning the language while using it and | certainly feel that | retain much more of the information. | do feel
that my English improves from week to week and more importantly | feel more confident. | look forward to
my weekly session, so much so, that | wait an hour and 40 minutes after school to participate.
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On Tuesdays, | attend the Bagel Boys Club at the Myerberg
centre, where | get to schmooze with my friends while
attending various lectures. One week we were introduced to
Israel Connect, a new partnership between The Associated
and the Myerberg centre. | immediately said. "Sign me up!"
The idea of helping a young person with their education,
specifically someone in Israel, really appealed to me. | believe
that education is gold. | know how much education has led
the path for me in my career and believe there is simply
nothing more important than ensuring proper education for
our next generation. If | can help in any way possible, |
certainly am more than happy to do so.

My student was initially very shy but very keen to learn
English. | wonder if she is actually not shy but rather hesitant
in using a language that is not her own. As a matter of fact,
one week, she wanted to ask her friend sitting next to her a
question, turned to her friend and had a very loud and
animated conversation in Hebrew. What a surprise for
someone | was certain was a reserved person! Yet at the
same time, she is a very dedicated student and has been very
interested in learning. Her English is not bad at all and she
reads the text weekly, and many times | work with her on the
meaning of the more difficult words and their pronunciation.
| certainly see her improvement from week to week, and it is
wonderful to watch her confidence in the use of the
language.

Despite being a very active member of the community.
involved with The Associated and the Myerberg institute, |
must admit that while | had heard about Ashkelon, | did not
know where it was! Before our first session. | went to look it
up on the map. Being part of the program has certainly
highlighted to me about life in the region. Recently my
student described to me that school had been closed for two
days due to the escalation of tension with Gaza. | had not
even been aware that there was significant escalation. It
really hurts me to think that such a young student must be
impacted.

Overall participating in the program has been a very
positive experience for both of us. While my student's

o English continues to improve, | certainly enjoy the weekly
%m" sessions. | am very happy to be able to have been provided
with the opportunity to give back.
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| have the tremendous privilege to be the principal of the Amit Makif Beit school in
Ashkelon. Our school services over 1,530 local boys and girls ranging from grades
7 to 12. It is a very diverse school, and we are very fortunate that a quarter of our
student body is comprised of Ethiopian students who have chosen our school as
the one that will take them to the next stage in their lives. This also presents an
added challenge when it comes to teaching English, as it makes English their third
language.

English is becoming more and more integral to our students. When our students
graduate and finish the army, we hope for them to be able to attend the university
program of their choice. Here in Israel, that University program is more likely than

not to be in English. Israel is also a very small country and our economy relies
heavily on trade, all of which is conducted in English. As a school that really seeks
to have our students succeed in their life journey, and English could not be more
essential. Our students understand this and are very motivated to acquire the
language to pass their exams. Their army division, university programs, and future
opportunities rely heavily on their grades.

Yet, here the challenge as an educator presents itself. How do | give students the
opportunity for proper English language experiences in Ashkelon? When the Israel
Connect program was presented to me | jumped on it. | myself spent two years
teaching in Hebrew Academy of Montreal and experienced what immersion had on
my language acquisition. While our students spend 6 hours a week studying
English, in large classrooms of 30+ students they do not have the opportunity to
use the language much.

At first, our students were hesitant, they were very self-conscious to speak a
language they were not proficient in with a stranger. After having tried it, they love
the program. They feel so accomplished having communicated and being
understood in another language. For them, it is invaluable to have that time every
week in which someone is listening to them speak English and working on their
personal errors and areas for improvement. One student, in particular, comes to
mind. After her first session, she came over to me and exclaimed, “Wow | did it! |
spoke to someone in English and he understood me. He didn't even think my
English was funny.”

This personal connection has been even more valuable in recent weeks. With
tensions rising in Gaza, our city received over 400 rockets in the course of 3 days.
This meant school was cancelled, as it was too dangerous to go outside. One of
our students lost his home to a rocket, and we had to treat some students for
trauma. | know that living in Israel is an extraordinary privilege and this is the
responsibility that comes along with it. | think it was very eye-opening for our
students and their mentors to discuss the impact our circumstances have
had on our students. While we may be oceans apart, | think it opens a new
perspective for all when we can experience life together.




